
x THEPeacockNEWS
Write a caption competition for any of these 3 pics – see page 2 for details

S O L I H U L L B O W L I N G  C L U B

S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

Raising the Flag afternoon – Photographs by Rob Anderton



FROM THE PRESIDENT – JEFF REVILLE
How grand and important that sounds. I can hardly believe that I have the title for the 
next year and therefore the responsibility to write this piece within my first few weeks 
of appointment. Needless to say I find this role and responsibility a great honour and 
can only hope that I fulfil the role in a satisfactory way and live up to the high standards 
maintained by my predecessors and particularly Eddie Legg, who has set the example and 
will be a hard act to follow.
I cannot claim, at this stage, to have a specific task or role in mind, as had Eddie with 
gathering and collating material for the history of the Club, but I do intend to pick up on 
one or two issues raised at the AGM and take these and any other items of interest 
forward for the benefit of all our Club members, new and old.
I, along with a dozen or so bowling colleagues, have spent the winter playing indoor 
bowls to keep both the body and mind on bowling technique and practice and to maintain 
social contacts, including the customary “mug of coffee” at the end of play.  Now that 
Spring is finally here (we hope) and we anticipate getting back on the Green, we shall 
have to get ourselves re-accustomed to playing with two bowls rather than four.
We were lucky with the weather for the Green “ clean up and tidy” session on 
Friday 16th March although the Green was still at that point very long and very damp. 
The weather held up for the Flag Raising on Saturday 24th and for social bowling for 
both SBC and SLBC members on Monday the 26th March.
I wish everyone, both social and league bowlers an enjoyable and successful summer 
season. 

FROM THE CAPTAIN – JOHN TURNER

I don’t think I can recall a wetter start to the season than this year, but as I am writing this 
report the sun is shining and hopes of a good summer are hanging in the air. All my plans 
for the coming bowling season have been made, with only one to pass on to you.
Have just agreed with Henley Sports that the Four Club Millennium Competition will be 
played at Henley Sports on Sunday 10th June starting at 1.30 pm for a 2pm playing start. 
As you may recall John Cole and Gordon Thompson won the competition last year on 
behalf of SBC, hence I am happy to announce that the have agreed to be one of our two 
pairs to try and retain the trophy this year. I will pass out details in the coming weeks on 
how we will select the other pair.
It is nice to see the constant trickle of new members that are joining us, hopefully few 
more ladies will join this trickle. In the last few weeks sadly a few of our members have 
succumbed to various health problems that are stopping then from bowling at the mo-
ment. Tony Hawkesford has had a spell in hospital with pneumonia, but I am pleased to 
say that he is a little better and now at home. John Collins has pulled or torn a muscle in 
his upper leg that is still giving him some pain, and I know Mike Cherry had a few weeks 
under the weather. Also SBC’s top athlete John Toy is in the QE being treated for a 
Prostate problem. Clearly this is a worrying time for the aforementioned and their 
nearest and dearest and we wish them well and hope to see them back at the Green in the 
not too distant future.
Earlier this week whilst in the hospital to see Tony I bumped into Liz Hemmings who 
has started doing voluntary work there, this was her first morning and I must say I cannot 
think of a better person to do the job she is doing. 
I wish all members a happy sun filled successful 2018 season.
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FROM THE SECRETARY– DAVE DABNER
Apologies for the lateness of this Spring issue. I hope you enjoy the read. Ther is a further 
part in the History of the Club for you to peruse. Eddie Legg who has prepared it states 
that in presenting it in parts was of great help since it was unnecessary to consider the 
project as a polished whole as this could be done at a later date if considered necessary. 
Hence consistencies of style, layout, hierarchy of headings, needless repetition etc. have 
not been addressed in a systematic way. 
This history goes up to 1997 but there are records held in Solihull Library which continue 
to 1999. The material below is overwhelmingly text-based as only a few images are 
available. There are a few more images, though quite grainy, in newspaper cuttings. In 
addition there are still a number of files (under identification code D120) which have 
restricted access and for which Eddie has not made application some of which may be of 
great interest. Eddie is grateful to Bob Clark who has generously read the final draft and 
made useful comments and suggestions. 
The headings of this history are as follows:- Annual dinner, Annual General Meeting,
Bowling Green, Bowling Year, Charitable acts, Chronological order of events 1 
(Competitive matches: clubs played - introduction of league), Chronological order of 
events 2 (Costs), Club history archive, Committee, Committee Venues, George Hotel, 
Handicap and Rules Committee, Ladies Bowling, Merger discussions, Miscellaneous, 
Number of club members, Pavilion, Social events (excluding annual dinner), Trophies, 
World War Two.
Part one (in Autumn 2017) contained the section on the Bowling Green.
If you want any edition from the past let me know and I’ll email them to you.

WHAT SENIOR CITIZENS ARE WORTH
by a senior lady

Did you know us old folks are worth a fortune? We have silver in our hair, gold in our teeth, 
stones in our kidneys, lead in our feet and gas in our stomachs. Lately I have become a 
frivolous old woman. I am seeing six men every day. As soon as I wake up Will Power 
helps me out of bed, then I go to see Jimmy Riddle and then it is time for breakfast with 
Mr Kellogg, followed by the refreshing company of Mr Tetley or my other friend who I 
know by his initials – PG. Then comes someone I don’t like – Arthur Itis who knows he is 
not welcome but insists on being with me for the rest of the day. He doesn’t even like to 

be in one place, so he takes me from joint to joint. 

After a hectic day I am glad to get to bed with Johnie Walker. I am also flirting with Al 
Zheimer. The vicar told me, because of my age, to think of the hereafter, I told him, no 

matter where I am, the bedroom, kitchen, the sitting room or the garden, I 
constantly ask myself what am I here after. Will Power is always with me but do make 
sure, his friend Emma Royd does not creep up on you from behind. Also watch out for 

the crafty one – Gerry Atric.

2

This should 
bring a smile to 
your face

Write a caption 
competition.
Choose any of the 
3 pics on the cover 
and write a caption
for it.
The Committee will 
judge the best entry 
and a prize will be 
given at the end of 
year dinner plus 
acknowledgements 
will be given in the 
next issue of the 
News
Send your entries to 
me by email or post 
by 1st July



The earliest record for the ‘Opening Invitation Dinner’ on May 28th of 1902 
indicates the menu at the George hotel was:- Salmon and Lobster Sauce or 
Filleted Sole or Roast Beef, or Lamb and Mint Sauce or Boiled Chicken and 
Bacon or Roast Duckling followed by Apple and Rhubarb Tart or Cabinet Pudding and 
Custard or Cheese and Salad. The toast list of six was said to be “a short one” and 
compared with 1904 it was. The toasts were:- The King, President, Vice President, the 
two oldest members of the Club and SBC.
At the ‘Opening invitation dinner’ of 1904, forty two members sat down to a menu of:- 
Salmon with Lobster Sauce or Fried Soles or Roast Beef or Roast Lamb and Mint Sauce 
or Roast and Boiled Fowl followed by Rhubarb Tart  or Blancmange or Cheesecake. 
There were 10 Toasts: The King, President, Vice President, Captain & Committee, Our 
visitors, Host & Hostess, Vice President, Captain, Honorary Secretary & Mr E Fairfield. 
Several contributed to the “harmony of the evening while Mr W J Taylor (a past 
president) in his usual good style sang ‘The Deck of Cards’  For the 42 guests attending 
the ‘Closing dinner’ there were again ten toasts - the King, SBC, President, Vice 
president, Captain & Committee, Honorary Secretary,  Prize donors, Prize winners, 
Visitors, Host and Hostess.  These toasts were interspersed with songs from various 
individuals. 
Stewed eels were included in the menu of  ‘the Opening Invitation Dinner’ in 1905 while 
in 1906 a pianist was paid ten shillings and six pence (half a guinea) for the evening; 
professional entertainment was a feature of the annual dinners certainly until the early 
1960’s.
The menu for the 29 attending the closing dinner on Oct 30th 1907 was Mock turtle soup, 
Boiled Cod in Oyster sauce, Stewed Eels, Boiled Mutton in Caper Sauce, Roast Duck and 
Apple Sauce followed by Cabinet Pudding.  The toasts and presentations were
interspersed  with songs.
In 1917 the tickets for the annual closing dinner were four shillings each. Sometimes 
guests were invited for example in 1934 the President and Vice-President of Kings Heath 
Bowling Club. Annual dinners were held at a number of venues over several ensuing 
years however sometimes it was cancelled altogether.  It is recorded that Mrs Taylor gave 
assurances that the annual dinner arranged for 5 shillings per head on February 6th 1946  
would be satisfactory.  Three of Ansells Brewery principals were invited.  The maximum 
amount for the engagement of artists was set at 12 guineas and  £30 was set aside from 
club funds for the cost of the annual dinner and presentation of prizes.
The Masonic Hall was booked for the annual dinner in 1947 where up to 60 could be 
accommodated; this was also the venue in 1950 but in 1955 due to a lack of interest (only 
29 responding) the dinner was cancelled. In 1956 it was decided that the President would 
arrange a concert for about 50 guests with tickets for the meal priced  at 12 shillings and 
sixpence per head. Invited guests to include the President and Vice President of Kings 
Heath BC with their ladies, Mr Cornwell (Ansells brewery outside-hours manager) and 
Superintendent Jones of Solihull police both with their ladies.  Solihull Ladies were 
invited together with their husbands.  The ticket fee was 17 shillings and sixpence.
Over the next few years the annual dinner/dances were held at The George and The 
Greswolde.  In 1959 Mr. Bradford  offered the ‘Alpine room for the annual dinner with 
the services of a pianist the maximum number not to exceed 40.  Charge would be 27/6 
per head; dress would be lounge suits;  cocktails at 7.30; dinner at 8.00; finish at 11.00.   
In fact 41 attended at 25 shillings per head.  Those attending felt that in future 38 should 
be the maximum for the room used, that the landing was not suitable for the serving of 
cocktails and that the serving of drinks after 10.00 pm was not good; it was considered 
the Greswolde may be more suitable in future.

The History of 
Solihull
Bowling Club

Part 2 
Annual Dinner
Annual General 
Meetings
The Bowling Year
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The tickets for the annual dinner dance in 1964 at the Greswolde Arms Hotel were priced at 35 
shillings per head.  Dress was informal with speeches and toasts limited to The Queen, Presi-
dent, and Guests the latter with one response only.  Sherry to be served with the soup course and 
the orchestra leader to act as MC. In 1965 the Mayor and Mayoress were invited to the annual 
dinner/dance.  Other guests included the Kings Heath BC president, vice-president and 
their ladies, President of White Swan Henley and his lady and G A Bradford  who had 
been made an Honorary Member.
The annual dinner/dance on 29th November 1967 was held at the Greswolde Arms hotel 
Knowle with Mr W Bircher as MC.  The menu was Minestrone soup, Roast Chicken, 
Peach Melba, Cheese and Coffee with a bar extension to 12.30 am; the room was 
booked  until 1 am.   Toasts were made to ‘The Queen’ and to ‘The County Borough of 
Solihull’ which was responded to by the Mayor.  A toast to ‘The President’ was respond-
ed to by Mr W C Annison, and a toast to ‘The Guests’ was responded to by the wife of 
the 
President of Kings Heath BC.  
In 1964 a ribbon of office for the President was made by Mrs Counter, wife of a SBC 
member. In 1968  Mr D Barret Manager of ‘The George’ and club member offered a 
room without charge for the dinner/dance while stressing that this gesture was not to 
be taken as a precedent.  The Club accepted this offer (The room at the Greswolde was 
always free). It is worthwhile pointing out that at this time the annual/dinner dance was 
always run at a profit! In 1989 a time limit of five minutes was placed on all speeches. 
1993 saw the abandonment of the dinner/dance format. A vote was held whereby8 were 
in favour of a dinner without ladies present, 20 were in favour of a dinner with ladies 
present and 4 voted for a dinner/dance. The committee thus arranged a dinner with a 
speaker and ladies present.

Annual General Meetings    
As a proportion of total membership the numbers attending the AGM in the early 20th Century 
were small being 8-12 from a membership of 70 plus.  In recent times 20-30  is the norm from a 
membership of 40-50.  Some of the highest numbers were during world war two - 37 members 
attending in 1944. 
In the 1930’s and 40’s the AGM was often followed by a tripe supper (a club favourite it would 
seem) and a concert.  The latter events attracted more members than the AGM itself being at-
tended by up to 83 members.  During this time there was a proposal that the supper should be 
roast beef and boiled leg of mutton followed by a concert; whether this was because some mem-
bers were tiring of tripe is not recorded.

The Bowling Year 
In the early days, records show that the opening of the green was always the first Wednesday of 
May.  Sometimes play was allowed 7-10 days earlier with the permission of the Captain. The 
flag-raising ceremony heralding the opening of the green was usually conducted by the Presi-
dent but has also been performed by the Mayor and by the manager of the George. In 1903 there 
was a proposal that ‘Mr Hillman be solicited to grant the privilege of one afternoon per week as 
a  private day for members of the club’.  The day finally agreed was a Wednesday. A match be-
tween teams captained by the President and Vice President was first played on Wednesday 16th 
June 1909.  This match is now played earlier in the season e.g. in 1962 it was held on May 2nd .
A typical fixture list such as that recorded in 1949 and 1962 would consist of an opening of the 
green in the first week of May followed by the match of the President and Vice President teams; 
the club cups (Hillman/Whitehouse/ Webb), monthly foursomes, Ladies Day in June and a 
couple of inter-club matches usually always Kings Heath and often Holte completed the season.  
Green closure was usually the first week of October. The fixture list was printed professionally 
however 1984 saw the successful introduction of a fixture calendar produced in-house.
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FROM THE RECRUITMENT OFFICER – KEITH JONES
As mentioned at the AGM we have seen a steady increase in our membership over the 
last few years reaching 50 paid up members at the end of 2017. This increase has been 
due largely to the continuing efforts and awareness of all of our existing members, for 
which the whole Club should be proud. 
We held our principal recruitment event, the Open Day, on Sunday the 8th April.  The 
weather was not very welcoming (light rain and cold!) but a dozen of our hardy members 
gave their time to both have some practice and also assist with a small number of guests.  
Everybody seemed to enjoy the event and I am hopeful that we might receive 
membership applications from two or three potential new members with another one or 
two to follow. Fingers crossed. My thanks on behalf of the Club to all members who
distributed flyers and/or helped on the day.
Our website solihullbowls.com is now fully operational and will raise the profile of 
the Club further and hopefully help recruitment. One of the potential new members had 
heard about the Club from the website.  
As ever may I remind you that the best recruitment of new members is achieved through 
personal contacts.  This can of course be at any time throughout the season and beyond.  
Please be aware of opportunities to promote membership of the Club and encourage 
friends, relatives or other contacts to ‘try their hand’ at bowling in the hope that some will 
wish to join SBC!   
If any member has an idea for a target audience or “marketing opportunity” please do not 
hesitate to have a word with myself, Mike Cherry, John Turner, or any Committee mem-
ber to discuss it further.
Let us appreciate that it is a privilege to be able to play bowls in such beautiful 
surroundings. Let’s encourage others to share the enjoyment! 

FROM THE SOCIAL EVENTS OFFICER – BOB CLARK
The year has started well with 17 members enjoying a light meal following the Raising of 
the Flag in March. It would have been nice to have had more people attending, but I guess 
the cold and damp weather put many off. I am very optimistic that it might be warmer on 
Saturday 2nd June when the Breakfast match takes place. For those of you fairly new to 
the Club, this is an annual event when we start playing at 07.00, play until about 08.30, 
have breakfast in the hotel restaurant and then return to the Green for further play and 
conclusion about 12.00 noon. The cost will be £9.00 per head which will include free 
parking.
The next social event is the Dinner on Invitation Day. This will be on Sunday 22nd July 
when some members of SLBC join us in the afternoon for bowling and each member of 
SBC can invite a lady (spouse, partner or other lady) to join us for Dinner in Georges 
restaurant in the evening.
I will be sending out details of both these events by e-mail nearer to the dates but would 
ask you to please get them in your diaries now. 
I know they are a long way off but whilst your diaries are out can you please put in 6th 
October, (Lowering of the Flag and light meal) and the Annual Dinner and Presentation of 
Cups and Prizes will take place in the Presidential Suite on Friday 9th November.
Once again can I say that social events are for all members and I would encourage as 
many of you as possible to attend. In the meantime have a happy season of bowling. 
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FROM THE TREASURER – HOWARD HEMMINGS

The Club had another successful year in 2017, finishing the year with a surplus of 
£307.76. Membership renewals have been flowing in through the letterbox and I thank all 
members for the prompt payment of membership fees. For a variety of reasons our full 
membership has unfortunately been reduced by 8, however, the recent open day had a 
variety of visitors and we are hopeful of some new members to swell our ranks. The £800 
carry over from last year, for grass cutting, still remains to be invoiced.
I have purchased several tubes of Henselite Grippo through the club and have them for 
sale at cost of £5.20 each. Not much else to report at the moment so I wish all members 
a good bowling season and fingers crossed for some reasonable weather and sunshine 
bowling.
And to finish on a light note.

A guy who owned a bar won the lottery and to thank his customers he sold all drinks for 
a 20p. Two fellas walk in and each order a beer. That’s be 40p, says the bar owner. “40 
pence!  I can’t believe it.” says one of the customers. So, the bar owner explains why he 
does this.  Anyway, the two fellas order a couple of more rounds: double scotch on the 
rocks each and then brandy. Each time it’s just a 20p a drink. As they’re drinking their 
third drinks, they notice three people at the opposite end of the bar and they’re not drink-
ing anything. They’re just sitting there, chatting. One of the customers leans over to the 
bar owner and says, “What’s with those guys?  How come they’re not drinking?” Oh, 
they’re lawn bowlers.” answers the bar owner. “They’re waiting for happy hour.”
The team’s manager said that his top player would have performed better at the last 
tournament, if it hadn’t been for the drinking and smoking and sex . . .especially between 
ends.
Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and says, “Dam!”

FROM THE WEB MANAGER – ROB ANDERTON

After a quiet Winter the SBC Website like the weather is now picking up ready for the 
coming season!I have updated this seasons full Programme details. There is one change to 
the Use of the Green. The Green now being available every Thursday evening.
The 2018  SWB and Heart of England League fixtures are now complete and can be 
found on the appropriate tab on the Website Menu. In the photo gallery I have retained the 
2017 photos and added an album for the 2018 photos. Should any Member wish to have a 
copy of their photos to put on the mantlepiece please let me know and I will send them a 
copy by email. 
John Turner has provided some items of interest, Past photos and newspaper cuttings, 
these have been added to an Historic album in the Gallery.
The News page is constantly being updated with current Bowling and Social Events and 
News items. Over the next few weeks I will include the Internal Cup competition draws, 
these will be kept up to date as the competitions progress.
The viewing figures are climbing again as the season gets under way, last year the Web-
site had over 700 pages viewed in July alone, making it the top site when searching for 
Crown Green Bowling Sites in the area. 
Of interest is the fact that Neil Smith, a new member who has just joined discovered the 
Club through the web site.
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FROM THE GREENS MANAGER – ANDREW WEBB

The late Winter snow delayed both the Spring treatments by Green Thumb, and the 
cutting of the grass. It is important that the grass is brought to bowling height gradually, 
so its height will be reduced over the next few cuts.
The annual green tidy on 16th March was well attended, and Members hard work, 
ncluding some enthusiastic shrub and hedge cutting, produced 40 bags of waste for 
disposal. As the Hotel only has the rubbish taken away once a week this became a 
problem, and I was grateful to the members who took some of the bags home.
The Green has come through the winter in reasonable condition, with no sign of the 
fusarium which was a problem last year. I have removed some roots which were
protruding through the grass on the Green and filled and reseeded the patches.
The annual green tidy on 16th March was well attended, and Members hard work, 
including some enthusiastic shrub and hedge cutting, produced 40 bags of waste for 
disposal. As the Hotel only has the rubbish taken away once a week this became a 
problem, and I was grateful to the members who took some of the bags home.
The green has come through the winter in reasonable condition, with no sign of the 
fusarium which was a problem last year. I have removed some roots which were 
protruding through the grass on the green, and filled and reseeded the patches.
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I have put up the notice in the pavilion asking Members to sign up to the 

weekly cleaning roster. Please sign up, we need to keep the place clean and 

tidy, and it is up to all the Members to do their bit. It was suggested at the 

AGM that Members did not know what had to be done when it was their 

turn to do the cleaning. I will put some

guidance notes on the board, but I think that Grandma and sucking eggs 

comes to mind !


