
Preamble to the History of Solihull Bowling Club 

 

It was decided with David Dabner that the history of the Solihull Bowling club could be broken 

down into sections and published in Peacock News.  This was of great help since it was unnecessary 

for me to consider the project as a polished whole as this could be done at a later date if considered 

necessary.  Hence consistencies of style, layout, hierarchy of headings, needless repetition etc. have 

not been addressed in a systematic way. 

This history goes up to 1997 but there are records held in Solihull Library which continue to 1999. 

The material below is overwhelmingly text-based as only a few images are available.  There are a 

few more images, though quite grainy, in newspaper cuttings. In addition there are still a number of 

files (under identification code D120) which have restricted access and for which I have not made 

application some of which may be of great interest. 

 

I am grateful to Bob Clark who has generously read the final draft and made useful comments and 

suggestions. 

 

The headings of this history are as follows:- Annual dinner, Annual General Meeting, 

Bowling Green, Bowling Year, Charitable acts, Chronological order of events 1 (Competitive 

matches: clubs played - introduction of league), Chronological order of events 2 (Costs), Club 

history archive, Committee, 

Committee Venues, George Hotel, Handicap and Rules Committee, Ladies Bowling, Merger 

discussions, Miscellaneous, Number of club members, Pavilion, Social events (excluding 

annual dinner), Trophies, World War Two. 

 

Annual Dinner   

The earliest record for the 'Opening Invitation Dinner' on May 28th of 1902 indicates the menu at the 

George hotel was:- 

Salmon and Lobster Sauce or Filleted Sole or Roast Beef, or Lamb and Mint Sauce or Boiled 

Chicken and Bacon or Roast Duckling followed by Apple and Rhubarb Tart or Cabinet Pudding and 

Custards or Cheese and salad. 

 

The toast list of six was said to be “a short one” and compared with 1904 it was.  The toasts were:- 

The King, President, Vice President, the two oldest members of the club and SBC. 

 

At the 'Opening invitation dinner' of 1904, forty two members sat down to a menu of:- 

Salmon with Lobster Sauce or Fried Soles or Roast Beef or Roast Lamb and Mint Sauce or Roast 

and Boiled Fowl followed by Rhubarb Tart  or Blancmange or Cheesecake. 

 

There were 10 Toasts: The King, President, Vice President, Captain & Committee, Our visitors, Host 

& Hostess, Vice President, Captain, Honorary Secretary & Mr E Fairfield. Several contributed to the 

“harmony of the evening while Mr W J Taylor (a past president) in his usual good style sang 'The 

Deck of Cards'   

 

For the 42 guests attending the 'Closing dinner' there were again ten toasts - the King, SBC, 

President, Vice president, Captain & Committee, Honorary Secretary,  Prize donors, Prize winners, 

Visitors, Host and Hostess.  These toasts were interspersed with songs from various individuals. 

 

Stewed eels were included in the menu of  'the Opening Invitation Dinner' in 1905 while in 1906 a 

pianist was paid ten shillings and six pence (half a guinea) for the evening; professional 

entertainment was a feature of the annual dinners certainly until the early 1960's. 

The menu for the 29 attending the closing dinner on Oct 30th 1907was Mock turtle soup, Boiled Cod 



in Oyster sauce, Stewed Eels, Boiled Mutton in Caper Sauce, Roast Duck and Apple Sauce followed 

by Cabinet Pudding.  The toasts and presentations were interspersed  with songs. 

In 1917 the tickets for the annual closing dinner were four shillings each.  Sometimes guests were 

invited for example in 1934 the President and Vice-President of Kings Heath Bowling Club. 

Annual dinners were held at a number of venues over several ensuing years however sometimes it 

was cancelled altogether.  It is recorded that Mrs Taylor gave assurances that the annual dinner 

arranged for 5 shillings per head on February 6th 1946  would be satisfactory.  Three of Ansells 

Brewery principals were invited.  The maximum amount for the engagement of artists was set at 12 

guineas and  £30 was set aside from club funds for the cost of the annual dinner and presentation of 

prizes. 

The Masonic Hall was booked for the annual dinner in 1947 where up to 60 could be 

accommodated; this was also the venue in 1950 but in 1955 due to a lack of interest (only 29 

responding) the dinner was cancelled. 

In 1956 it was decided that the President would arrange a concert for about 50 guests with tickets for 

the meal priced  at 12 shillings and sixpence per head. Invited guests to include the President and 

Vice President of Kings Heath BC with their ladies, Mr Cornwell (Ansells brewery outside-hours 

manager) and Superintendent Jones of Solihull police both with their ladies.  Solihull Ladies were 

invited together with their husbands.  The ticket fee was 17 shillings and sixpence. 

Over the next few years the annual dinner/dances were held at The George and The Greswolde.  In 

1959 Mr. Bradford  offered the 'Alpine room for the annual dinner with the services of a pianist the 

maximum number not to exceed 40.  Charge would be 27/6 per head; dress would be lounge suits;  

cocktails at 7.30; dinner at 8.00; finish at 11.00.   In fact 41 attended at 25 shillings per head.  Those 

attending felt that in future. 38 should be the maximum for the room used, that the landing was not 

suitable for the serving of cocktails and that the serving of drinks after 10.00 pm was not good; it 

was considered the Greswolde may be more suitable in future 

The tickets for the annual dinner dance in 1964 at the Greswolde Arms Hotel were priced at 35 

shillings per head.  Dress was informal with speeches and toasts limited to The Queen, President, 

and Guests the latter with one response only.  Sherry to be served with the soup course and the 

orchestra leader to act as MC. 

In 1965 the Mayor and Mayoress were invited to the annual dinner/dance.  Other guests included the 

Kings Heath BC president, vice-president and their ladies, President of White Swan Henley and his 

lady and G A Bradford  who had been made an Honorary Member. 

The annual dinner/dance on 29th November 1967 was held at the Greswolde Arms hotel Knowle 

with Mr W Bircher as MC.  The menu was Minestrone soup, Roast Chicken, Peach Melba, Cheese 

and Coffee with a bar extension to 12.30 am; the room was booked  until 1 am.   Toasts were made 

to 'The Queen' and to 'The County Borough of Solihull' which was responded to by the Mayor.  A 

toast to 'The President' was responded to by Mr W C Annison, and a toast to 'The Guests' was 

responded to by the wife of the President of Kings Heath BC.   

In 1964 a ribbon of office for the President was made by Mrs Counter, wife of an SBC member.   

In 1968  Mr D Barret Manager of 'The George' and club member offered a room without charge for 

the dinner/dance while stressing that this gesture was not to be taken as a precedent.  The Club 

accepted this offer (The room at the Greswolde was always free). It is worthwhile pointing out that 

at this time the annual/dinner dance was always run at a profit! 

In 1989 a time limit of five minutes was placed on all speeches. 

1993 saw the abandonment of the dinner/dance format. A vote was held whereby 8 were in favour of 

a dinner without ladies present, 20 were in favour of a dinner with ladies present and 4 voted for a 

dinner/dance.  The committee thus arranged a dinner with a speaker and ladies present. 

 

Annual General Meetings     
 
As a proportion of total membership the numbers attending the AGM in the early 20th Century were 

small being 8-12 from a membership of 70 plus.  In recent times 20-30  is the norm from a 



membership of 40-50.  Some of the highest numbers were during world war two - 37 members 

attending in 1944. 

In the 1930's and 40's the AGM was often followed by a tripe supper (a club favourite it would 

seem) and a concert.  The latter events attracted more members than the AGM itself being attended 

by up to 83 members.  During this time there was a proposal that the supper should be roast beef and 

boiled leg of mutton followed by a concert; whether this was because some members were tiring of 

tripe is not recorded. 

 

Bowling Green    
 
1  Groundsmen and boys. In 1911, the boys' wages were  listed as two shillings a week. 

The groundsman's fee from 1928 to 1940 was two guineas raised to five guineas in 1946.  It varied 

from two to four guineas over the next few years and  restored to five guineas in 1958.  It was  

raised to 12 guineas in 1968 and when the groundsman retired in 1969 he was given 15 guineas. The 

last reference to a groundsman was in 1971 when it was agreed that a Green Secretary was no longer 

required as SBC had a paid groundsman. 

 

2  Care of the green. Members were asked to take care of the green by considering the wearing of 

'galoshes or rubber shoes whenever the green is in a soft condition' (1919).  At this time the green 

was open to the public on payment of a 'greenage' fee ticket available from the bar. In 1934 a 

meeting was to be arranged with the ladies regarding footwear on the green and in 1938 it was 

recommended that 'slips or rubber-soled shoes' should be worn whenever possible. In 1943 it was 

suggested that 'members should not use the same stretch of the green in consecutive games - a view 

endorsed by the Committee but left to the discretion of the captain. Also in 1943, a payment of one 

pound eighteen shillings was made  towards the cost of rolling of the green. 

A firmer view was taken regarding footwear with the display of a notice requesting flat shoes be 

worn on the green. Working parties put in 400 hours of labour the following year and five to seven 

working party days per year were put in from 1968-1987. 

 

In 1969 concern over Fusarium patches led to treatment of the green in order to kill the disease.  

Ken Baker spoke of a dolly tub and stirrup pump being used to spray the green.   Spiking and 

scarifying of green cost £25 and a  quotation of £18 for cutting of the hedge was received. 

 

In the autumn of 1972, three tons of top dressing was applied after scarification and power brushing 

The usual tasks of hedge cutting £12, solid tining £29.50, winter dressing £48.12 and mower 

overhaul and mowing £39.00 took place. 

 

In 1979 the green was fertilised, bare patches were raked and seeded, hedges trimmed and the 

gulleys treated with sodium chlorate.  The Fusarium patches seemed to be receding but were still 

being treated in December 1982. 

 

In 1979 the mower purchased in 1970 at a cost of £69.15 was in need of repair and with a new one 

costing £300, a move to contract-mowing was made.  From about £4.75 per cut in 1979 the costs 

gradually rose £6.30 per cut in 1983, (£366 pa), £6.60 per cut  in 1984, £7.50 per cut in 1986, £7.85 

in 1987, £8.80 in 1990 and £10.84 in 1994. Combing was carried out twice a month at £2.00 per 

session.  After enclosure of the green (? Mar 1993) disposal of grass cuttings presented a challenge 

and the hotel was approached to see if we could use the skip. In June 1992 the mowing days were 

Tuesdays and Fridays. A request from SLBC that it be Mondays and Thursdays was not agreed. 

because the contractor was unwilling to change. A change of mind must have occurred as the 

mowing days since the author started playing in 2008 have always been Mondays and Thursdays 

 

Concern was expressed at the poor condition of the green consequent on the erection of a marquee 



on the green over the 1991 Christmas period which resulted in fungal infection and surface damage.  

Expert opinion was sought and the fungal infection was controlled but not eliminated; new patches 

of turf were laid but the hotel refused payment for reparation of damage caused. Damage from the 

high heels of ladies attending wedding receptions was also a source of concern in 1996. 

 

3 The Flag. In 1963 and through the generosity of a Mr Charles Trumper, the club was presented 

with a 22 foot flag pole. Initially it was agreed for it to be placed by the pavilion but it was later 

decided to place it at the far end of green where the flag would fly throughout the season. The 

Mayor of Solihull performed the flag-raising ceremony on Wednesday 29th April 1964. 

Mr G A Bradford (hotel general manager) was asked to raise the flag in 1965.  In 1967 a new single 

tricolour flag was proposed without the club initials. At a committee meeting on Aug 28 1970, the 

wish of the Forest of Arden Lodge to present SBC with a new flag was fulfilled and accepted.  

Worshipful Brother Wiseman and his principle officers performed the flag raising ceremony. 

 

4 'Ground rules'. In 1966 a Mr Dawkins was appointed greens secretary whose duties would be to 

keep a watchfull (sic) eye on the condition of the green and surround and in conjunction with a 

small Committee organise the necessary voluntary labour to carry out any work. Ground rules were 

then established with the hotel manager Mr Bradford, whereby SBC members would carry out 

certain work to improve the green e.g. hollow tining and fertilisation.  SBC would also maintain the 

gutters and immediate surroundings of the green.  It was made clear that this action did not 

constitute any precedent or entitle SBC to any or further benefits or claim beyond those previously 

enjoyed. 

 

In June 1979 the hotel manager Mr Stewart Davie sought a meeting 'to define responsibility of club 

and hotel re the green and surrounds'.  Further to the meeting between Mr Bradley and Mr Davie, it 

was agreed that SBC is responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the bowling green and gutters, 

the interior decoration and cleanliness of the pavilion and tool shed (right hand side of pavilion) and 

painting of the urns.  At this time Mr Davie (hotel manager) advised that the green, parts of the hotel 

and the right hand side of the green trees and hedges are subject to a preservation order and cannot 

be touched'. 

In 1990 a board was made indicating the entrance to the green located at the edge nearest the hotel. 

In 1994 the hotel confirmed that SBC was expected to be responsible for the inside of the hedges; 

the laurel bushes also needed attention. The hotel would take charge of the garden in front of the 

new wing.   

In 1996. it was agreed with David Grant (Hotel Manager) to fence off the green with seventeen 

white posts and 105 feet of chain at an estimated cost of £100. 

 

5 The Peacock and Surrounds. 

 

Before the new hotel accommodation was built on the North and East side of the green there were 

two gates leading onto the green, one roughly where the current gate is and one on the other side.  

The yew tree on the Western side was once in the shape of a Peacock and the metal beak is still said 

to be in its branches. 

In 1980 note was made that one of the oldest features - the Peacock was fast disappearing but its 

restoration was beyond the finances of the club.  There was a note that the yew trees were dying in 

1982 and efforts were made to restore the peacock in Spring 1983. The George hotel may have paid 

towards the cost and SMBC were asked to make a contribution.  In 1984 the chairman said new yew 

trees will be planted this year round the peacock. In January 1990 topiary was carried out to restore 

the peacock. 

In front of the yew tree was an arbour and in 1981 note was made of the walls round the arbour 

being painted.  The arbour encroached on the green and Ken Baker remembers that side of the green 

being straightened in about 1964.  A slight curve in the green remains where it still remains possible 



to bowl the jack out of sight along its length. In July 1991 the hotel agreed to take over maintenance 

of the Yew tree from the local authority. 

At that time there was a 'Green bar' reached directly from the green where beer was six old pence a 

pint! 

 

In 1979 the ladies were asked if they would take responsibility for planting flowers in the urns 

surrounding the green and in 1986 two hundred daffodil bulbs were planted around the green. 

 

In June 1987 the Solihull Times reported that a gang had moved two of  five solid cast iron urns 

each five feet high. Several days later a third urn was stolen.  The urns were thought to be some of 

the earliest examples of Coalbrookdale iron casting and approximately 150 years old. The loss was 

estimated at £2000. 

 

6 Use of the Green.  In 1968  SLBC ladies paid £20 towards green costs. 

 

1971 A proposal that a clear green be available for semifinals and finals of cup matches was left in 

abeyance but it was agreed on the recommendation of the Captain a call be made in matches when 

one player reached 20.   

 

In 1973 the President raised the question of 'the green being made available to member's wives and 

sweethearts on Saturday afternoons'. It was agreed that members be allowed to entertain their ladies 

on the green between 2 and 5 pm on Saturdays. It was also agreed that Sunday afternoons become a 

mixed afternoon  i.e. 1 member and one lady. 

 

The green is hired out from time to time; both the 41 club and the Forest of Arden Masonic Lodge 

have made use of this facility.  In 1984 the use of the green by outside organisations was considered. 

At the time it consisted of the Forest of Arden Lodge (an established fixture now abandoned), the 41 

Club some members of which were members of SBC and the Solihull Rotary at the request of the 

George. It was agreed that such usage should amount to no more than five occasions per year thus a 

request from Lapworth Round Table was granted. 

 

1984 The club strip: There was some discussion in 1984 over the colour of sweaters - red or white.   

In 1985 the President Roy Brewer brought in red shirts as the club strip.  The decision was 

unpopular and a proposal in 1987 for it to be red was defeated by 6 votes to 4 while there were 5 

votes for white and 4 against.  In 1988 white was agreed as the colour but it was not until 1989 that 

the issue was finalised with 16 to 9 voting in favour of white over red. A peacock emblem would be 

available for new sweaters.  The President said that wearing them would not be mandatory.   

 

In 1992 a register was instituted to record the times of arrivals and departures at the green. 

 

The Bowling Year 
 

In the early days, records show that the opening of the green was always the first Wednesday of 

May.  Sometimes play was allowed 7-10 days earlier with the permission of the Captain. The flag-

raising ceremony heralding the opening of the green was usually conducted by the President but has 

also been performed by the Mayor and by the manager of the George. In 1903 there was a proposal 

that 'Mr Hillman be solicited to grant the privilege of one afternoon per week as a  private day for 

members of the club'.  The day finally agreed was a Wednesday. A match between teams captained 

by the President and Vice President was first played on Wednesday 16th June 1909.  This match is 

now played earlier in the season e.g. in 1962 it was held on May 2nd . 

 

A typical fixture list such as that recorded in 1949 and 1962 would consist of an opening of the 



green in the first week of May followed by the match of the President and Vice President teams; the 

club cups (Hillman/Whitehouse/ Webb), monthly foursomes, Ladies Day in June and a couple of 

inter-club matches usually always Kings Heath and often Holte completed the season.  Green 

closure was usually the first week of October. The fixture list was printed professionally however 

1984 saw the successful introduction of a fixture calendar produced in-house. 

 

Charitable acts   
 

During the years 1935-1946, three to five guineas was given to the St Alphege Church Restoration 

Fund. One of the SBC members was a deputy warden of the church and the Reverend A C Fraser,  

rector of Solihull, joined SBC for the 1937 season. 

 

From 1945 to 1947, three to five guineas was donated annually to the Evans Convalescent Home for 

Children at 15 Widney Manor Road Solihull.  This home was set up in 1882 by Susannah Sarah 

Evans, wife of Rev. Charles Evans, Rector of Solihull. It continued to operate under her name and 

during World War Two it was also used as accommodation for evacuated children. It was 

compulsorily acquired by the Government under the National Health Act 1948 and closed in 1950.   

From about 1953 until 1967 the premises were a Nurses' Home, known as 'The Beeches'. It was 

demolished in 1970 and two private dwellings were then built on the site. The donations were made 

as a token of appreciation of the services rendered by Mr Hand in his capacity of Honorary Auditor. 

  

In 1949  proceeds from the Charity box went to the Old Folks Home Appeal while in 1953 five 

guineas went to the East Coast Relief Fund.  There had been a national disaster when floods hit the 

East coast on Saturday, 31st January 1953. The tide level was seven or eight feet above normal. In 

Norfolk alone there were 26,000 acres of farmland under water and eighty people died. 

 

In 1953 after a request from Solihull Police Social club it was agreed to make any spare woods 

available to them for use on their new green. 

 

In recent times the President has chosen a charity for which a collection is made at the annual 

dinner. 

 

Chronological list of events: 1 

 Matches: Clubs played as Friendlies: Introduction of league bowling in 1989: 

 
1905 Letter from SBC stating it would be a “delight to play Severnside BC”  Severnside is a 

bowling club in Shrewsbury. 

1910 Matches with Knowle & Acocks Green.   Match with Knowle on bowling green of Greswolde 

hotel where we are recorded as being badly beaten by 123 to 241. 

1914 Tamworth castle BC requested a game but SBC could not give dates for a match with them. 

Beaufort Arms BC Handsworth (location unknown) also mentioned.   

1915 The Secretary was asked to write to the Bowling clubs of Nags head, Hockley Heath, Wylde 

Green BC and Holte.  (Holte bowling club was located at the Aston Villa football ground in Trinity 

Road.) 

1916  SBC accepted a challenge from Sydenham BC (location unknown).  Wylde Green BC was 

informed that SBC is a Wednesday club mostly and suggested that the match start no later than 4 

pm.  Match with Small Heath BC and with the Gun Barrels Edgbaston (now demolished) arranged. 

1917 Gratitude was expressed to Mr Parks and Mr Hillman for the loan of their motor cars to ferry 

members to away teams matches. 

1917 Committee suggested that all Jacks be of the same bias 

1919 Discussion of friendly games with Tewkesbury and Holte Bowling clubs and Warwick Boat 



Club (bowling green by the side of the river Avon). 

1921 Fixtures with Holte BC, Goldieslie BC (Sutton Coldfield) 

1924 Match with Kings Heath and The Avenue (Copt Heath) bowling clubs arranged 

1935 It was accepted that all games be 21 up and that all handicaps be worked out on that basis. 

1936 President and Vice-President of Kings Heath and their partners invited to Annual dinner. 

1938 Matches with Kings Heath and Royal British Legion (RBL) were arranged. 

1939 Kings Heath match arranged for Bond Whitehouse cup and match with RBL arranged. 

1946 Match arranged with Robin Hood BC and Kings Heath BC 

1947 Matches with Holte, Kings Heath and Robin Hood Bowling Clubs to be arranged. 

1947 Additional fixtures arranged with Holte and Kings Heath. 

1948 Matches arranged with Kings Heath, Robin Hood and Holte Bowling clubs. 

1950 Fixtures with Holte and Kings Heath Bowling clubs. 

1950 Forest of Arden lodge to play their second annual match on Sunday June 30 (exclusive use)   

1951 Arranged Holte and Kings Heath matches.   

1952 Forest of Arden Lodge given permission to use green in June 

1953 It was agreed to confine friendly matches to Forest (? Knowle) and Kings Heath only.  Holte 

not included this year - a matter regretted by Holte as the match had a 40 year history. 

1955 Match arranged with Forest BC. Requests for matches by Hampton in Arden BC were declined  

in 1955-57 

1956 Forest and Kings Heath 

1958 Fixtures with Kings Heath BC. 

1959 Usual match with Kings Heath BC. 

1961 Match arranged with Kings Heath BC. 

1962 An additional match was proposed at the AGM. It was decided to first approach the Forest and 

then Warwick boat club. 

1964 Friendly matches were arranged with Kings Heath, the Forest and Warwick Boat club.   

1965 Matches to be arranged with Kings Heath and Warwick. Social meeting with White Swan BC 

at Henley proposed with a view to the possibility of future matches. 

1966 A match with the Edgbaston Conservative Club was cancelled.  A game of snooker was 

suggested instead! 

1966 First mention of Dawn match which ran annually for many years starting at first light on a 

Saturday near to mid-summers day.  The four clubs involved were Moseley, Kings Heath, Henley 

Sports (? White Swan) and SBC each club taking it in turns to host the match.  In 2000 it was 

replaced by the Millennium Cup match.   

1970 The Captain asked for more support for bowling matches against other clubs.   

1970 The fixture with Warwick Boating Club was dropped as they wanted to make it a biannual 

event. 

1971 The Captain suggested matches with other clubs be played as singles not doubles.   

1973 A letter was received from the White Swan at Henley asking that the Bradford cup be played 

for on a home and away basis. 

1980 Wooden spoon and HM merit award mentioned for the first time.  Friendly matches arranged 

with Kings Heath and Moseley Cricket Club.  Season started May 2nd and ended Sept 27th 

1981 Fixtures arranged with Kings Heath and Moseley; Dawn match at Henley; Pairs competition 

(George cup).  It was agreed to restart the matches with Robin Hood BC.   

1983 Request to play from Hightown BC (Liverpool). 

1984 This year was the 60th anniversary of matches versus Kings Heath 

1985 Hightown BC again invited to play. Afforded a special weekend rate (£30 for dinner B&B and 

one other meal) 30 people were envisaged to visit on Sat 15th June, stay overnight and leave on 

Sunday. 

1985 Dawn match between Kings Heath, White Swan and Moseley continuing. 

1986 Captain considered the match with the Colebrook club (Haslucks Green Rd.) to have been  

excellent and that it could become an annual event 



1986 SBC received a letter from 'South and West over 60's bowling League' but it reportedly 

generated little interest. 

1988 SBC continues as a non-league players' club; SBC to include Moorpool BC as contestants in 

our calendar. 

1989 A proposal for a limited entry into league bowling was made but agreed no change should be 

made.   

1991 An application to join the 'Heart of England Friendly Bowling League' was agreed by 7 votes 

to 2 and in September that year SBC was accepted into the 'Friday over 60's League'.  Black jacks 

had to be used.  First matches were in 1992. 

1991  An application to join the 'South and West Birmingham Tuesday League' was withdrawn. 

1991 The President was in contact with Kerry Lawn Bowling club in Powys Wales with a view to 

arranging a visit in 1992. 

1993  The waning popularity of  the Dawn match was noted. 

A decision of 8 to 3 in favour of applying for membership of the 'Thursday League' resulted in the 

club being nominated for inclusion in 1994 

1994  The President suggested we inform Mr Grant, manager of The George, regarding the start of 

the June Dawn match at 4.30 am since 'he may feel it prudent to make special arrangements to 

rearrange rooms of guests close to the action'. 

1995  Application was made to join the 'South & West Birmingham League played on Tuesday 

mornings. 

 

Chronological list of events 2 

 Costs (A table indicating adjustments for inflation is included below) 

 
1902 In treasurers notes '2 quires of note headings at 1 shilling and six pence.  Money in bank 

 £9. 14s. 6d. 

1915 The Honorary secretary was given an  Honorarium of 1 guinea. 

1916 Charge for lockers fixed at two shillings and sixpence and subsequent years at one shilling.  

The Honorary Secretary's honorarium was raised to 2 guineas.     

1928 The Honorary Secretary's honorarium was raised to 3 guineas. 

Lockers to be initially charged at two shillings and six pence and thereafter one shilling per year. 

1930 Subscription recommended to be raised to 17 shillings and six pence but voted down and it 

remained at fifteen shillings.   

1936 The Honorary Secretary's honorarium was raised to 5 guineas 

1938 The Honorary Secretary's honorarium was raised to 7 guineas. 

1940 Club subscriptions were raised to 1 guinea per annum. 

1948 The annual subscriptions were raised to 25 shillings. 

1948 Entrance fee for each competition cup to be 2 shillings.   

1949 Agreed that subscriptions should be 21 shillings and not 25 shillings. 

1950 3 guineas given to the groundsman. 

1950 Subscriptions to remain at 21 shillings   

1953 A rise in subscriptions to 25 shillings per annum and entrance fee of 21shillings was approved.  

Two  guineas given to the waiter. 

1955 Annual subscription of 30 shillings and entrance fee of 21shillings. 

1963 Subscriptions to be 2 guineas for playing members and 30 shillings for associate members the 

latter to have the privilege of playing if and when they were able to do so. This was introduced with 

the object of providing for those older members who pay but never play. 

1964 Gratuities:10 guineas to the groundsman, 1 guinea to the barmaid and 100 cigarettes to Mr 

Beetlestone.  The latter was a tradition of several years probably the 7 years the Committee had met 

at the Malt Shovel of which Mr Beetlestone was licensee. A collection for the chef was arranged  for 

providing excellent snacks on match evenings. 

1965 Gratuities were increased; 12 guineas to groundsman and 2 guineas to the barmaid. 



1968 2 guineas entrance fee annual  subscription 3 guineas.  Last mention of guineas in the minutes! 

1970 £5 given to the chef 

1971 £6 entrance fee for club cups dropped because of sound financial standing. 

1972 Annual subscriptions increased to £4 

1975 Annual subscriptions increased to £5.   

1978 Annual subscriptions increased to £6.50 

1980 Annual subscriptions increased to £10. £5 pounds given to chef of hotel. 

1989 Annual subscriptions increased to £17 from previous subscription of £15 due to increased 

costs of stationery.  Country members still pay £2.  The joining fee of £12.00 to include club tie, 

blazer, badge and history of the club     

1996 Annual subscriptions for members to remain at £30 

 

Club History Archive  (Solihull Library Reference GB 0437  D120)   

 
The earliest surviving minutes from 1902 were in beautiful Copperplate hand-writing but for 1919-

20, the minutes were typed (in purple). From 1953 typed minutes reappeared on a regular basis but 

reverted to pen and ink in 1956.  From November 1983 typed minutes reappeared  and have 

remained so. 

In 1981 mention was made of the minutes being given to Solihull library for safe keeping and that is 

where the minutes from 1902-1999 reside now. As well as minutes of Committee meetings the 

library archive consists of:- 

Attendance Registers 

Handicap sheets for club competitions 

Captain's match notes and commentary on games played 

Listings of who played and what they scored 

A two page guide entitled 'The Captain's Guide to the Season' 

Correspondence including names and addresses of individuals; Part closed until 01/01/2084 

 Photographs and press cuttings 

 

In 1984,  Mr Caselton  started to write the club's history; it was costed at £1 per head to print and 

appeared in 1986 and in 1987 forty copies were made available for distribution.  A  revised club 

history was completed in February 1991 at a cost of £210.  The  George Hotel ordered 300 copies at 

a cost of £130.  It was agreed that the Mayor, library and all members should receive a copy. 

 

In the 1980's and 90's note of the 600 year old green appeared as a header on the minutes and as part 

of the '600 year old' celebrations in 1983.  The SBC President invited the President of the British 

Crown Green Bowling Association to our opening as we had been founder members of the BCGBA 

in 1875. Other bowling greens have similar claims to centuries old use -  Painswick bowling green is 

said to have been  on the same site since 1553 while Southampton claims 1299 but it has actually 

been on two sites (Ref. TV times 17/6/87) 

 

Committee 
 

In 1903 there were said to be twenty-one members on the Committee while from 1902-1927 the 

members numbered from fourteen to seventeen.  The officers also included an assistant secretary – a 

position later abandoned. 

It is not easy to ascertain the precise numbers and identities serving on the Committee.  There were 

usually seven officers (which did not include the Honorary Auditor) and 6 ordinary members; there 

was also a varying number of Past Presidents.  Another officer, that of Vice-Captain marked its 

appearance in 1927. 

The numbers on the Committee were debated in 1928 when a smaller number was contemplated  

and the following year the number of ex-presidents serving on the Committee (presumably ex-



officio) was reduced to those who had served the previous five years. The 1929 Committee 

consisted of President, Vice president, Captain, Vice-Captain, five past presidents and twelve others. 

. It is of note that in 1955 and in other years there was a meeting of Past Presidents 30 minutes 

before the Committee meeting! 

At the 1953 July meeting there were 23 on the Committee. One possibility is that the Greens 

Committee were sometimes included and sometimes not which may have given rise to this almost 

unbelievable number. 

 

It is likely that different people were counted in as Committee members at different times since the 

number varied from thirteen to twenty three from 1934 to 1953.  In the 1990's there were usually 

seven officers and six ordinary members and in 1991 the number of Past Presidents included as ex-

officio was reduced to three.   

A Committee meeting held in 1924 was perhaps more interesting than usual in that a “Mr Smith did 

not 'speak' but gave one of his favourite hymns”! 

 

Committee Venues   
 

Although committee meetings were usually held at The George, in 1945 Committee meetings were 

held at the Golden Lion Hotel* in Solihull and continued there until 1949. They returned to The 

George in 1950 with one in 1954 held at the British Legion 

From 1957 to 1964 meetings were held at the Malt Shovel, now the Missoula Bar** 

From October 1964 onwards Committee meetings were held again at The George. 

 

*A public house has been on this site since the 18th century however the current building dates back 

only to the 1930's. Originally called the Golden Lion it then became Bar Co (2001 to 2004), The 

Town House, The Lazy Cow and has now been renamed The Beech House (May 2016).   [From Pub 

History by CAMRA] 

 

**The Missoula Bar and nightclub on Solihull High Street dates from the 17th Century. It was 

originally The Malt Shovel public house and has undergone numerous reincarnations and name 

changes. It has previously been known as the Snooty Fox (1978-93) and variously as Rosie 

O'Briens, Rosie's pump house, The Pump House (1993-2004), Loaf (2004-2006), Pop World, and 

B91 (briefly around 2009) and The House. 

 

George Hotel 
 

1935  In a minute of May 20th reference is made to the new hotel management considering the use 

of the green and the building of a smoke room for club members. The President, Vice-President and 

Captain to cooperate with the new management  re any alterations they wished to do for the club. 

1946  Mrs Taylor was asked if facilities for use of the bowling club bar could be restored (post-war) 

as matches with other clubs were being arranged.  The unfavourable reply from Mrs Taylor 

regarding the reopening of the “Georges bar” was read out - no recordable comment was made. 

1958  It was considered that the reason for the poor attendance during the previous season was a 

combination of  renovations at The George plus the two years of bad weather.   The bowling 

equipment had been moved to the Malt Shovel and Mr Beetlestone (landlord of The Malt Shovel 

and member) was thanked for looking after the equipment over the winter 1957-58 and allowing 

Committee meetings to be held on the premises. 

The official opening after refurbishment was in February 1958. 

In 1962 Mr Bradford (General Manager 1959-1967) was offered Honorary Membership of SBC 

because he had always taken a personal interest and 'been good to the bowling club'.  During his 

tenure there was a semi-formal drinking club every Wednesday night in a room at The George where 

there was a large fireplace with the cups displayed on the mantelshelf and where the sitting president 



held court. It was an era before our current enlightened times when people drank more than perhaps 

was advisable before driving themselves home after the party broke up - usually about 10.00 pm. 

Mr Bradford was to be asked to perform the opening ceremony in the 1966 season but he left The 

George in 1968 for a new appointment and promotion.  Mr D Barnet (Manager of George) also left.   

In 1971 extensions were proposed for The George and in 1990 the hotel was taken over by Jarvis 

International, later by Ramada and finally in 2013 the hotel was purchased by SGS Hotels (UK) Ltd. 

The green is mentioned as an asset to the hotel in the '1980 Food Guide of Egon Ronay', the well-

known, Hungarian-born food critic. 

 

Handicap and Rules Committee 
 

From the earliest record (1905) the Handicap Committee was five or six in number.  They usually  

consisted of the President, Vice President, Honorary Secretary, Captain and two others. There is 

some suggestion that in 1928 it was reduced to three - the Captain and two others but this was either 

an aberration or a mis-recording since it reverted to six the following year and remained so until 

1959-61 when it was reduced to four or five.  From 1962 to 1997 when this history ends it was 

usually three - the Captain, Vice Captain and President and sometimes a fourth person was involved.  

Some changes to the handicaps were made in 1929 when the maximum handicap was reduced from 

15 to 11.  In 1944 a Mr Raven asked how the handicaps were derived and considered an explanation 

should be given - an oversight which was rectified in the rule book of 2017! 

 

In 1937 Messrs Sadler, Kinchin and Bircher were asked to form a Rules sub-committee and if 

possible to have a copy of the rules before the AGM.  Further revision of the rules was carried out in 

the 1960''s so that the only prearranged matches that could be played at club sessions were club 

trophy competitions. For social bowling, players made up numbers of bowling group already on the 

green on arrival.  This provided a more inclusive atmosphere and discouraged the formation of 

cliques in the club. 

 

A discussion in 1965 led to a consideration that that the wearing of badges would lower the tone of 

the club. 

 

Ladies Bowling 
 

A new feature of the SBC programme in 1910 was to have a Ladies Day. It was held to be very 

successful and became a regular fixture.  In 1925 the Ladies Day Bowling contest started at 3.30 pm 

with afternoon tea provided by Mrs Whitehouse.  Dinner was at 7.30 with a prize distribution and 

concert; tickets were six shillings each.  Although the first mention of the newly-formed Ladies Club 

was in the 1935 minutes, SLBC had been formed in 1933.  In 1934 the organisation of Ladies Day 

was placed in the hands of a Committee with a recommendation to curtail the cost of music and 

prizes while a meeting was to be arranged with the ladies regarding footwear on the green. 

 

In 1936 a Mr Proby brought forward 'a suggestion that he had been asked to put viz. that SBC should 

not oppose any 'extension SLBC might apply for on Monday and Thursday evenings'.  It was 

considered this was up to the hotel management.  A proposal that SBC raise no objection to the 

Ladies club bowling until 8 pm on Thursday evenings was carried. 

 

Ladies Day was not held during the war and the first post-war event took place in June 1948 when 

competition tickets were sold for fifteen shillings.  The event started at 3 pm while later a running 

buffet was provided with dancing from 8 until midnight.  Clearly bowlers in those days had a lot of 

energy! In 1955 Ladies Day was held at The George as usual with mixed foursomes at 5.30, dinner 

at 8.00 followed by the prize distribution and concert;  an extension of the bar licence was allowed. 

 



Support for Ladies day (usually in June/July) over this time was fitful at best and there were many 

years when it was not held partly because of refurbishments in 1957 and 1970 but mostly it seems 

due to lack of enthusiasm amongst SBC members.  This is evident from the fact that in 1966 SBC  

members were canvassed to assess support for it and members approved its continuance. Certainly 

from the 1990's the ladies day became a regular fixture in the bowling club calendar. 

 

1973 There was a proposal that members be allowed to entertain their ladies on the green between 2     

and 5 pm on Saturdays while in 1975 it was agreed that Friday evening be a mixed night too. In 

1986 it was agreed that ladies could use the green on Friday evenings and on Sundays.   

 

Merger Discussions 1996 
 

Amalgamation of SBC & SLBC was raised as early as the AGM of 1972 but was deferred - 

seemingly for over 20 years! 

 

During discussions on the future of the club in June 1994, many thought a men-only club was 

anomalous as most other bowling clubs were mixed.  While there was a waiting list to join the 

SLBC, SBC were struggling to get new members.  A suggestion of a possible merger was made in 

February 1995 and this was followed by joint discussions and the preparation of amalgamation 

documents.  The Committee considered that those ladies not opting for membership of the mixed 

club would:- 

a) continue to pay a reduced fee 

b) could bowl on Monday and Thursday afternoons and at certain special events 

c) would have no voting rights at the AGM of SBC. 

The proposal would only proceed if at the AGM there was a 60% majority in favour of a merger and 

any dissenters would need to propose an alternative motion at the AGM. 

 

In 1996, three quarters of SBC members agreed that exploratory talks with SLBC begin via sub-

Committees from both clubs with a view to making concrete proposals to their respective AGMs. 

Following three joint sub-committee meetings a subsequent full committee narrowly endorsed the 

proposals.  However the proposal to amalgamate was defeated by 24 votes to 5 with 2 abstentions 

by SBC.  An alternative proposal suggesting the setting up of a formal joint SBC/SLBC committee  

with powers to make recommendations on various aspects of organisation, finance, league bowling 

and other  social activities was proposed  but this too was defeated albeit by a narrower margin of 15 

votes to 14 with 2 abstentions. 

Another attempt at merger was made in the Autumn of 2014 (after this history ends) the terms of 

which failed to satisfy the majority of SLBC members. 

 

Number of club members 
 
The number of members in 1903 and 1904 are shown as 90 and 81 respectively but a closer 

inspection shows that the number of paid-up members was somewhat lower, 67 in 1903 and 64 in 

1904. 

Thus from 1904 to 1911 there were on average about 55-65 members; that late paying of 

subscriptions was an issue is confirmed by the fact that in 1916 late-payers of subscriptions were 

shamed by publicising their names. 

At the time of the first world war, there was a dip in membership to an all-time low in 1915 of 34 

members. Membership rose from 58 in 1919 to a membership of 87 to 100 in the late 1920's and 

early 1930's but again the number of members failing to renew membership is not clear. In 1940, 

individuals seeking membership were told the books were full. In 1942 there were 86 members of 

whom two were honorary and two were in the Army while in 1943 there was another  temporary 



closure of the members' list. 

In 1946 the total membership was 84 but it is likely this figure included up to 10% of  members in 

arrears since membership numbers recorded at the beginning of the season were frequently higher 

than those at the end. It was agreed at the AGM of 1947 to limit the number of members to a total of 

75. 

Recruitment then took a downturn because in 1956 the club was said to be in dire need of new 

members (40 had paid up by October).  In 1957 membership was still only 50 while in November 

1958 only 38 of a possible 49  members had paid up. Advertisements in the local press were 

advocated but subsequently rejected in favour of personal introduction. A discussion on falling 

membership was left in abeyance until alterations at the hotel had been carried out. 

In 1962 the need for improving membership was again mentioned but the membership continued to 

fluctuate between 35-50  from 1957-1968 with an increase in the years 1972-1997 to 49 -63. 

 

Pavilion   
 

In November 1984, a request for cushions was made to cover the hard benches. It was left in 

abeyance as the cost would be about £50. The state of the clubhouse toilet was mentioned the 

following year and a fortnightly toilet rota was started. 

 

In 1987 the hotel manager had revealed details of suggested alterations to the pavilion.  Adequate 

lighting and power points were required together with the provision of hand-washing and toilet 

facilities the latter of which had to be connected to the sewage outlet.  However the architects could 

not see their way clear to providing toilet facilities when the pavilion was moved from its present 

site – a fact which was felt to be unacceptable to SBC. 

 

Also it was not possible to provide a sewerage system to the site of the clubhouse after its removal 

so as a compromise it had been decided that toilet facilitates would be built into the end of the  new 

block of the hotel fairly adjacent to the green.  This facility would be for exclusive use of SBC & 

SLBC and would be kept locked.  In 1988 the proposed site for the pavilion was withdrawn. 

 

1989 John Hayward and his aides were congratulated by the Committee on providing new bowl 

racks outside the pavilion. 

1990  Solihull Council's environmental health department instructed the implementation of an 

accident book. 

1991 John Turner donated a first aid box. 

1993 An electrical socket was installed in the pavilion. 

 

Social events (excluding Annual dinners)    

 
'Smoking Concerts' were a popular form of entertainment in the Victorian era and in the early 20th 

century SBC would hold such concerts whereby members would smoke and converse while 

listening to live music.  In December 1908 the expenses of the Smoking Concert were:- Humourist 1 

guinea,  Vocalists (2) 15 shillings and the pianist 10 shillings and sixpence.  A similar event was held 

in 1909 when the Boldmere quartet (1 and a half guineas) was added to the line-up.  In 1915 the 

opening of the green was followed by tea and a smoking concert. On February 18th 1931 with shades 

of Captain Mainwaring  in 'Dad's Army' there was a tripe supper followed by a smoking concert at a 

cost of 1 shilling and sixpence.  In 1933 forty six members are recorded attending a tripe supper 

followed by a grand concert. 

1935 Mr Whitehouse (manager of The George) wished to entertain the club members to a farewell 

party on the occasion of his son's marriage on June 5th and the family leaving The George.   There 

had previously been a proposal that members contribute to a wedding present giving no more than 

five shillings each.  It was suggested that this date be made a special date for the cup. 



In 1938 and 1939 trips to the Aldershot tattoo were organised.  This tattoo was so popular in the 

1920's and 1930's that half a million people used to attend. 

The Coventry Hippodrome was a popular social event venue in the late 1940's and early 50's with 

block bookings of 120 seats by SBC being the norm. 

1965 The President arranged an Edwardian day whereby members would wear top hats and a cravat 

and smoke churchwarden pipes.  A bowls match was to be played before retiring to a supper of 

bread, cheese, onions and beer.  Other social activities up to to the early 1990's  included darts, 

skittles and indoor bowls and a social evening  on a Wednesday but these were discontinued in 1991 

because of lack of interest. 

1984 One member had ceded a match because his opponent's wife was watching the play! 

In 1992 the Royal British Legion invited SBC members to a trip to Blackpool for the Waterloo 

Competition. 
 

The Trophies   

 
At the start of the 1937 season it was proposed that 'a friendly gesture' might be extended to the 

newly formed Bowling Club at Solihull Royal British Legion by arranging joint fixtures.  Many 

members of the British Legion were also members of SBC and it was thought to be of invaluable 

help to the new club if SBC could “do something to help it forward”.  A Mr Hand provided a cup to 

be played for by the RBL and SBC but the terms of the award were later changed and the cup was 

given to RBL to be played for by its own members. 

Cash prizes were given to winners and runners-up of  cup competitions for example in 1945 the fee 

for entering the Hillman cup was two shillings and six pence and winners and runners-up (in 1948) 

were awarded three and two guineas respectively while corresponding  prizes for the Whitehouse 

cup were two and one guinea. At around this time monies were reserved for the purchase of replica 

cups for instance in 1945, four guineas was allotted for the purchase of a Hillman cup replica. 

In 1963 SBC discontinued giving cash prizes and provided token trophies instead.  The Captain was 

unanimously authorised to order the necessary trophies and arrange their engraving.  Later (1968) it 

was decided to issue standard cups rather than exact replicas of original cups.  It was noted in1985 

that owing to rising costs, cups were getting smaller. 

At the AGM of 1985 and five years after the cups had been valued at £3520, it was considered 

necessary to make the glass case housing the cups more secure by using stronger glass and a bolt 

rather than the current ratchet key.  In 1987 unknown persons had been seen to be lurking near the 

trophy cabinet when the hotel bar was closed and it was suggested that a possible theft of the 

trophies was being planned.  Further, a crowbar  was found near to the trophies showcase. A 

working party of the Committee advised that special shatter-proof glass in a hard wooden frame 

with special locks and security keys be purchased at a cost  of £112.36.  The keys to be kept with the 

hotel, captain and president. 

Due to a hotel refurbishment, the trophies were moved  and kept in safe keeping by Lloyds bank at a 

cost of £120 for 6 months; when rehoused in the Hotel in 1993 the installation was at the hotel's 

expense. 

 

The list of trophies played for at SBC  is as follows:- 

 

Championship Shield. Presented by F S Edlin, President in 1964 and is awarded to the winner of a 

knock-out, non-handicap singles competition held over the playing season. 

 

Consolation Cup. Played for by members who have not previously won a competition and awarded 

to the winner of a knock-out handicap singles competition held over the playing season. 

 

D'Alton Burnett Whitehouse Cup Presented by Jack Whitehouse in 1932 and then known as the 

Whitehouse Cup.  It was won outright in 1949 by Horace Burnett who re-presented it to the club and 



it was named thereafter as the Burnett Whitehouse Cup.  It was again won outright by Eric D'Alton 

in 1990 and re-presented and renamed. 

It is played for biannually and awarded to the winner of a knock-out handicap singles competition 

held over the playing season. 

 

Elizabethan Cup Purchased in 1977 jointly by the Bowls section of Moseley Cricket Club and 

Solihull Bowling Club and played for annually between them. 

 

Fred Stanford Cup  To mark the effort and service of Fred Stanford (President 1965), a cup was 

presented by G A Bradford MBE, director of the hotel group to which The George belonged. 

Ken Baker, President 1970, devised the format and described it as a '5 ends handicapped game'. The 

competition was first played on 3rd June 1967.  A sum of £50 (now part of the general deposit 

account) was donated by Fred Stanford, the interest from which was used to provide drinks for the 

members playing.   

Played for annually, the number of games and number of ends played is dependent on the number of 

participants. The winner is the player having the highest score after subtracting both the shots 

against and one and a half times the handicap (1-10) from the total. 

 

George Cup.  Presented by the George in 1973 and played for annually by the President's and Vice-

President's teams. Since 1979 it has been awarded to the winner of a Pairs competition normally 

played on a Saturday. The draw is made on a top half/bottom half basis so that a more experienced 

player will be paired with a less experienced one. 

 

The George Challenge Shield (Embassy Hotels Trophy) Presented by Christopher Bond, Managing 

Director of Embassy Hotels.  This Challenge Shield was given to commemorate the Club's festival 

year in 1983 and was played for annually by teams from The George and Solihull Bowling Club up 

until 1995. 

 

Haines Bequest Trophy  From money left to the Club by Fred Haines, President J E Hayward and 

Captain R Maskell arranged the purchase in 1990 of a cut-glass goblet in his memory. The trophy is 

played for annually as a pairs event and played over two legs between teams from SBC & SLBC, 

both teams hosting and being the Home team on dates agreed in advance. 

An agreed handicap based on the previous year's result is applied to the overall scores. 

  

Hillman Cup. Presented by Joseph Hillman, proprietor of the George in 1896 it is played for 

biannually and awarded to the winner of a knock-out handicap singles competition held over the 

playing season. 

 

H. M. Merit Award. Presented in 1962-3 by Howard Crudge and Michael Counter it is awarded 

annually to the player giving the best performance in the knockout tournaments, but without 

reaching a final or winning any other trophy. 

  

Horn Rose Bowl  In 1955 the President received a letter from Miss Horn asking SBC to accept a 

cup on behalf of her mother and herself.  The cup is a Rose Bowl in memory of her father, W Horn 

President in 1936. Awarded to the winner of a knock-out handicap singles competition held over the 

playing season. 

 

Ireland cup. Presented by Bert Ireland, proprietor of the George in 1950 it is played for biannually 

and awarded to the winner of knock-out handicap singles competition held over the playing season. 

 

John Walker Cup.  Awarded to winners of pairs competitions held over the playing season. 

 



Past Presidents Cup. All Past Presidents of SBC are qualified to play in this competition. Played on 

a round-robin basis, the number of ends played and handicaps applied are dependent on the number 

of Past Presidents participating. 

 

Seniors Trophy. All members who are 75 or over by the 31st December in the year in which the 

competition is being played are eligible. Played on a round-robin basis, the number of ends played 

and handicaps applied are dependent on the number of participants. 

 

Webb cup. Presented by C Webb in 1936, this being the second cup he gave to the club, the first 

being won outright by W Bircher, the cup was to become the property of the member who won it 

two seasons in succession or three times in all. Played for biannually and awarded to the winner of a 

knock-out handicap singles competition held over the playing season. 

 

Wooden Spoon Trophy Presented to the club by Mr G W Walker in 1970.  To be played as 5 ends 

singles with a presentation of a replica to the winner. 

 

Other Cups/Events 

 

Bond Whitehouse Cup Presented in 1926 by Mr Bond, a director of Mitchell & Butlers Brewery 

and Jack Whitehouse, proprietor of The George. It has been played for annually as a home and away 

match against Kings Heath since 1937.   It was won by SBC three years running up to 2013, the last 

year it was played.   

 

Bradford Cup  There is mention in the minutes of a Bradford cup/prize played for in July.  G A 

Bradford was general manager at the George from 1959-67. 

 

Millennium Cup.  Played annually, the Millennium Match was brought in to replace the Dawn 

Match which ran for many years starting at first light on a Saturday near to mid-summers day.  The 

four clubs involved are Moorpool, Kings Heath, Henley Sports and SBC each club taking it in turns 

to host the match. Two pairs from each club (A & B) play against the other clubs and the winners of 

group A & B play in the final. 

   

President's Prize.  Mentioned in the minutes of 1906 when it was 15 up, this match is played usually 

in mid-June and awarded to the winners of a knock-out, non-handicap pairs competition. 

 

World War Two   

 
When war was declared in 1939 it was agreed that a record be made and kept of all those called to 

service.  A charity box placed in the Club room in 1940 raised five pounds and three shillings which 

was donated to the local branch of the British Red Cross society and the Order of St John of 

Jerusalem. 

The entertainment committee ceased functioning owing to the war and all major competitions, the 

annual dinner and prize distribution were cancelled. The club wound up the 1940 season with a high 

tea at the George Hotel; thirty two members and friends attended. 

In 1942, full-time civil defence workers were made honorary members of SBC. Five pounds was 

collected in the Red Cross box and a donation made to the Merchants Navy's Comfort Fund.  With 

the entry of the USA into the war the entertainment of two USA officers at a supper was borne by 

SBC. 

 

A table indicating chronological adjustments for inflation to allow 

comparison with the present day. 



 

 

 


